The power and knowledge he possessed did not fill his
spirit's sacred thirst. His spirit now faced the adventure of
the Inane and pursued the unknowable.
A stark companionless Reality, a being intimate and un-
nameable, answered at last to his Soul's passionate search; and
it faced him with its tremendous calm.
The Traveller's spirit in the utmost ascent of the journey
met face to face the Absolute, a Being formless, featureless and
mute, One and Unique, unutterably sole — " the One by
whom all live, who lives by none."
Sri Aurobindo has described elsewhere the five stages of
Brahman; (in his philosophy of the Upanishads) :
J.   Virat
 2.	Hiranya Garbha
 3.	Prajna or Avyakta
 4.	Para Brahma—the highest
 5.	And Higher than the Highest—The unknowable.
The fourth and the fifth stages can hardly be described by
words and can hardly be understandable in the human conscious-
ness but with Sri Aurobindo it is different.
He had to pass through all these stages, and finally reach
the culmination of this phase as described in Book 3.
His Soul now reached the boundless silence of the Self and
has leaped into a glad divine abyss. It is yet too early for the
Soul to rejoice. An absolute Power sleeps in absolute silence
that waking can make this world a vessel of Spirit's Force, and
can fashion in the clay (in matter) God's .perfect Shape.
When the Traveller was thus standing on Being's naked
edge and all the passion and seeking of his soul faced their
extinction in the featureless Vast, the Presence he yearned for
suddenly drew close. A Being of Wisdom, Power and Delight
took to her breast Nature and world and Soul as a mother,
draws her child into her arms.
Now the Traveller's aspiration grew wide and immense.
He was no longer satisfied with knowledge and bliss for his
own self, He wanted to enjoy this with earth and humanity.
He now sought for a Power too great for mortal will and
sat motionless on a pedestal of prayer, intense, one-pointed,
monumental, lone. Here also he felt something of kinship
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